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21st  February 2021 

First Sunday of Lent (Year of Mark) 
 

Temptation	
ent recalls the 40 days Jesus spent in the desert , fasting and praying. 
The example of Jesus struggling against temptation, should act as a 

spark to us in our struggles with temptation. 
 

The	Word	of	God	Today  

 
GENESIS Our first reading tells of the covenant God established 
with Noah and his descendants after the flood. This covenant is 
made, not with Israel only, -  but with the whole human race. 
  
PETER  The waters of the flood of Noah's time are a type of the 
waters of baptism by which we are saved like Noah the Christian is saved 
by passage through water -  the waters of baptism. Through our 
baptism, we enter into a new covenant relationship with God. 
  
MARK  After his baptism, Jesus goes into the desert to prepare for his mission. He is reliving the history 
of his people who spent 40 years in the desert. Like the first Israel he too is tested in the desert. 
 
 

Streamed Masses this Coming Week 
 

Mon   7.00pm Lighting of Candles followed by 

     Votive Mass of St. Joseph 

Tue   9.30am  Holy Rosary 

  10.00am  Holy Mass 

Wed  9.30am  Stations of the Cross 

  10.00am  Holy Mass 

Thu  9.30am  Morning Prayer of the Church 

  10.00am  Holy Mass 

Fri  9.30am  Stations of the Cross 

  10.00am   Holy Mass  

Sat  -----------------No streamed Mass ------------------ 

Sun   11.00am Holy Mass, Second Sunday of Lent 

 
 

L 

 

I strongly recommend that at least once 
a week you set aside 30-40 minutes to 
join with me in the streamed Prayers and 
Masses. Although we will be unable to 
come together physically, let us come 
together ‘virtually’ and spend this time 
together. Please remember YOU DON’T 
NEED TO HAVE A FACEBOOK 
MEMBERSHIP to view the Masses, etc 
on the Carfin Grotto Facebook page. 
 



SCIAF BOXES FOR LENTEN ALMS are available from the porch of the church. 
 

	
LAST	WEEK’S	COLLECTION			-			£620	Standing	Orders					£152		=			Total		£772	
Contactless	machine	(	2	weeks)	(Grotto)		=		£120	
 
Your	continued	contributions	to	the	financial	support	of	the	parish	are	truly	
appreciated.	During	 these	 times	of	 lockdown,	we	have	no	other	means	of	
financial	 support.	 I	 am	enormously	 grateful	 to	 those	who	have	diligently	
handed	 in	 their	 envelopes/cash/standing	 orders	 during	 these	 strange	
times.		Please	keep	up	the	good	work.	
	

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anthony Horan, Director of the Catholic Parliamentary Office, has provided the following 
information, in response to the question that Elaine Smith MSP put to the First Minister. 

 
Elaine Smith MSP asked the First Minister if the resumption of public worship would be prioritised now that 
schools are reopening. Elaine asked if this would be possible for Easter. 
  
Whilst the FM was non-committal on a date, she did state that places of worship would be prioritised and that 
this would be reflected in the strategic framework to be published next week. 

 
THIS IS THE FIRST MINISTER’S RESPONSE TO ELAINE’ QUESTION. 

“We will try to get places of worship back to 
normality. They are not closed, but the ability to 
worship normally and freely is restricted. I deeply 
regret that, as I know that everybody does, and we 
want to get that back to normality as quickly as 
possible. I do not want to pre-empt what we will set 
out in the strategic framework next week, but 
members will see a priority given to getting places 
of worship open again, given the importance that 
we attach to that. We will continue to do that as 
quickly as possible. I know that many people feel 
strongly about it and I understand that, but nobody 
in the Government, including me, wants anywhere 
to be operating less than normally for any longer 

than is necessary. It is easier for people to bear that 
with some settings than with others. We know how 
difficult it is with schools and care homes, and it is 
difficult for places of worship as well. 
As we get the virus suppressed and continue to 
make progress with vaccination, that is what I mean 
when I say that we will have to make choices about 
what matters most to us. Sometimes those will be 
difficult choices, but the more we can build a 
consensus about the things that really matter—I 
would include places of worship in that—the more 
we can come out of this lockdown in a sensible and 
sustainable way and, I hope, avoid the need for 
another one later in the year.” 

 

Devotions to St Joseph 

 
 
On Monday evenings I shall light candles 
on behalf of all those who have requested 
this via the Facebook page. After this 
ceremony, a Votive Mass of St Joseph will 
be offered for all those intentions. 
SUNDAY EVENING is the cut off time 
for petitions to be included.  

SACRAMENTS 
§ First Confessions for both 2020 and 2021 
§ Remainder of First Holy Communions from 2020 
§ First Holy Communions for 2021 
§ Confirmations 

 
We are still in some sort of limbo with all of the 
above. As soon as the First Minister reveals her plans 
for the easing off of restrictions, then I will be in the 
position to make plans as to how we should proceed.  
As far as I am aware, the Bishop has delegated the 
celebration of Confirmation to Parish Priests.  In our 
parish, this was due to take place in June. Parents, 
please watch this space for any further developments. 
 


